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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Preston  Rural  District  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 

The  Report  closely  follows  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  contained  in  their  Circular  No.  170/47  dated  31st  December, 
1947- 

Following  my  usual  custom,  I  give  a  few  prefatory  remarks 
drawing  attention  to  the  principal  vital  statistics  of  the  year,  and 
referring  to  one  or  two  points  of  special  interest. 

It  can  again  be  recorded  that  the  health  of  the  Rural  District 
has  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  In  fact,  I  think  it  can  be  truth¬ 
fully  stated  that  a  steady  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  at  large  is  taking  place.  The  environmental  conditions, 
generally,  are  showing  a  steady  advance,  and  will  continue  to  do  so 
as  more  houses  are  provided,  and  more  labour  and  materials  become 
available  to  improve  the  standard  of  existing  houses.  In  addition, 
there  are  constant  developments  in  the  public  health  and  social 
services. 

During  1947,  eighty-one  houses  were  erected  by  the  District 
Council,  more  than  double  the  number  completed  in  the  previous 
year.  This  figure  would  have  been  considerably  exceeded  however^ 
if  it  had  not  been  for  labour  and  material  difficulties,  which 
hampered  the  effort  put  forward  by  your  Officers. 

Milk  production  received  constant  attention,  and  where 
sampling  revealed  Tubercle  infected  milk,  the  milk  was  diverted  for 
pasteurisation  pending  the  detection  and  slaughter  of  the  infected 
animals,  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  producer  was  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Plans  previously  formulated  to  improve  the  water  supply  in 
certain  Parishes  have  commenced,  but  have  not  yet  been  completed, 
as  they  are  closely  linked  with  neighbouring  Authorities. 
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The  main  feature  to  be  noted  in  the  vital  statistics  is  a  record 
low  infant  mortality  rate.  The  other  statistics  show  an  increased 
birth  rate,  and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  death  rate. 

On  looking  at  the  records  of  infectious  disease,  the  most  striking 
feature  is  the  abnormal  low  incidence  of  diphtheria.  Scarlet  fever 
also  showed  an  appreciable  decline.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number 
of  cases  of  measles  was  considerably  higher,  but  there  was  no  large 
epidemic  of  any  serious  infectious  disease.  The  epidemic  of  Acute 
Poliomyelitis  throughout  the  Administrative  County  during  the 
year  only  affected  the  Rural  District  to  the  extent  of  seven  cases, 
three  of  which  proved  fatal.  Even  so,  this  was  more  than  double 
the  seasonal  rate  of  previous  years.  A  report  on  each  case  was 
submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Ambulance  Service  set  up  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
gave  valuable  service  to  the  district,  cases  of  sickness,  accidents  and 
maternity  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  with  a  minimum  of  delay. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  which  will  come  into  force 
in  1948,  provides  for  Ambulance  Services  to  be  transferred  to  the 
County  Council,  who  in  future  will  make  provision  to  remove  all 
accidents,  cases  of  sickness,  mental  cases,  infectious  cases,  etc.,  to 
hospital  or  to  institution. 

This  Act  will  produce  other  changes  of  a  far  reaching  character. 
Certain  functions  of  Health  Departments,  which  have  been  strictly 
within  the  orbit  of  local  administration  will>  under  this  Act,  be 
transferred  to  other  bodies  of  a  Divisional  status.  A  nice  balance 
will  have  to  be  obtained,  in  order  to  preserve  the  more  intimate 
working  of  the  Local  Department  with  the  wider  administration  of 
the  Divisional  unit. 

The  work  of  the  Departrnent  has  proceeded  with  nothing  of 
outstanding  note  to  record,  and  the  continued  good  service  of  all 
members  of  the  staff  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Council  in  general,  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  in  particular,  appreciation  of  their  support  and 
consideration  is  cordially  expressed. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


August,  1948. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  'FAY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Scaitistics  and  General  Social  Conditions  oi  the  Area. 

(1)  Area  in  acres — 50,318. 

(2)  Population  (Census  1931) — 27,626. 

(3)  Regjistrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1947— 

36,780. 

(4)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931) — 7138. 

(5)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1947,  according  to  Rate 

Books — 10,544. 

(6)  Rateable  value — £2^51790. 

(7)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  —  ^^050  (31st  March  1947, 

estimated). 

The  social  conditions  generally  do  not  alter,  nor  do  the  occupations 
of  the  resident  population.  The  production  of  milk  and 
poultry  farming  occupy  important  positions,  and  there  is 
considerable  industry  in  market  gardening.  The  employment 
available  is  of  a  healthy  character.  There  are  4  cotton  mills, 
2  paper  mills  and  2  small  iron  foundries  in  the  area. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  ...  613 

310 

303 

Illegitimate  ...  17 

9  ... 

8 

*  •  « 

Total  ...  630 

319  ... 

311 

Birth  rate 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population- 

-17.1 

Still  Births 

•  *  •  •  •  •  X  « 

3 

13 

Rate  per  i 

,000  Total  (live  and  still)  Births- 

-24 

Deaths 

•  •  *  •  •  •  ^  2  6  • 

230 

196 

Crude  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes : —  Deaths. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  i  ...  1.54 

•  «  • 

Total  ...  ...  I  ...  1.54 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births...  ...  ...  42 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  40 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births...  117 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 55. 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) — Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) — 2. 

Maternal 


Per 

1000  of  Estimated  Population. 

Mortality  Rate. 

Rate  of 

Population — 36,780 

Live 

Crude 

Death-rate  from 

Death- 

Per  1000 

Per  1000 

Deaths 

Birth- 

Death- 

Tuberculosis 

rate 

Live 

Total 

under  One 

Mean  of  5  years 

rate. 

rate. 

of  Respiratory 
System. 

from 

C  ancer. 

Births. 

(Live  & 
Still) 
Births. 

Year 
per  1000 
Live  Birth. 

1942 — 1946 

i6-i 

I  I  -0 

0'29 

1-55 

2-41 

2-35 

43 

Year — 1946  . 

15-2 

11-7 

0*43 

i’8o 

Nil. 

Nil. 

48 

„  1947  . 

17*1 

*11-5 

0*27 

1-49 

1*58 

1-54 

42 

Increase  or  Decrease 

in  1947  on  .... 

Five  Years’  Average 

-f  i-o 

+  o'5 

—  0-02  — 

-o’ob 

—0-83 

- 0*01 

— I 

1942—1946 

Previous  year . 

4- 1-9 

- 0-2 

— o-i6  — 

-0-31 

+  1-58 

+  1-54 

—6 

Births  aiid  l>eaths. 

Live  Births. — The  statistics  with  regard  to  both  births  and 
deaths  have  again  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  through 
the  County  Public  Health  Department.  The  number  of  births  and 
deaths  referred  to  in  this  report  are  those  registered  during  the 
calendar  year,  corrected  for  “  inward  ”  and  “  outward  ”  transfers. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General,  the  total  births  registered 
in  or  belonging  to  the  rural  area  during  the  year  1947  numbered  630 
(males  319,  females  31 1),  71  More  than  in  the  year  1946. 

The  live  birth-rate  for  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  corresponds  to  17*1  per  1,000.  Last  year  the 
rate  was  15*2. 

The  live  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1947 
was  20-5.  That  for  126  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns,  includ¬ 
ing  London,  was  23*3. 

Still-Births. — -Sixteen  still-births  were  registered  in  the  Rural 
District  (males  3,  females  13),  equal  to  a  rate  of  24  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births. 

Deaths. — The  net  deaths  actually  belonging  to  the  Preston 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1947  were  426.  This  total  includes 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  who  died  outside 
the  District,  and  is  exclusive  of  deaths  (mainly  in  the  Whittingham 
Mental  Hospital  and  Ribchester  Institution)  of  those  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  Rural  District. 
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The  following  table  ^hows  the  causes  of  death  distinguishing 
males  and  females :  — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  .  . 

230 

iy6 

Influenza  ..  ..  . 

I 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  ... 

6 

4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

I 

2 

Cancer  .  . 

27 

28 

Ac.  Infectious  Enceph....  . 

I 

•  «  . 

Ac.  Polio-Myelitis  .  . 

I 

I 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  . . 

22 

2 1 

Heart  Disease  .  . 

82 

72 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

7 

5 

Bronchitis  _  _ 

H 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

7 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

2 

I 

Appendicitis  .  . 

I 

.  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

2 

•  /  « 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

3 

6 

Syphilitic  Diseases  .  . 

I 

I 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

8 

5 

Premature  Birth  .  . 

2 

3 

Other  Maternal  Causes...  . 

I 

Congenital  Causes,  <&c —  . 

10 

6 

Road  Traffic  Accidents...  . 

7 

2 

Suicide  _  _ 

3 

I 

Other  Violent  Causes  ...  . 

3 

3 

All  Other  Causes   

17 

19 

f  Total  . 

319 

311 

Live  Births  -<  Legitimate  . 

310 

303 

1  Illegitimate . 

9 

8 

Still  Births  .  ...  .  i 

3 

13 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  , 
of  a^e  : —  | 

All  Infants  per  1000  Live  Births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legit¬ 
imate  Live  Births  . 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegit¬ 
imate  Live  Births  _ 

42 

40 

117 

Resident  Population .  . 

36,780 
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The  death-rate  for  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  36,780  is  1 1 .5  per  i  ,000.  Last  year  the  death-rate  was  1 1  *7  ; 
The  average  death-rate  for  the  five  years  1942-1946  was  ii’o. 


Normally  the  Registrar-General  supplies  a  comparability  factor 
for  adjusting  local  death-rates.  This  factor  takes  into  account  the 
varying  population  constitution,  including  sex  and  age  distribution, 
to  make  every  district  comparative  from  the  mortality  point  of  view, 
with  the  crude  death-rate  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  or  with 
similarly  adjusted  death-rates  for  other  areas.  This  factor  is  not 
available  for  1947,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  adjusted  death-rate  for 
the  Rural  District,  using  the  comparibility  factor,  would  be  some¬ 
what  lower  than  11*5. 


The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1947 
was  12.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  For  the  126 
County  Boroughs  and  great  towns,  including  London,  the  rate  was 
13.0. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  male  and  female 
births  and  deaths  in  the  four  sub-districts  : — 


Sub-District. 

Live 

Births. 

Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Penwortham 

89 

73 

162 

134 

117 

251 

Samlesbury  ...  ...  ... 

6 

6 

12 

7 

4 

1 1 

Amounderness  ... 

i*  V); 

38 

46 

84 

66 

52 

1 18 

Longridge  ... 

8 

1 1 

19 

23 

23 

46 

Other  Births — inward  transfers 

00 

>-• 

175 

353 

— 

.  — 

— 

Whole  Districts  ... 

319 

311 

i  0 
!  0 

230 

196 

426 
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The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  local  Registrar’s 
monthly  returns,  duly  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
shows  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered  in  each  township 
during  the  year  1947,  distinguishing  males  and  females. 


2 

CS 

O 

c 

a 


f  • 

C  <D 


\ 


ui 

cn 

(U 

S 

iM 

(U 

TD 

S 

3 

O 

2 

< 


/ 


(U 

ho 

• 

bo 

c 

o 


Townships. 

Live  Births 
during  1947. 

Deaths 
during  1947. 

Males  i 

, 

,  1 

!  Females 

Total 

S 

CTJ 

S 

Females 

Total 

Farington  ... 

19 

H 

33 

30 

29 

59 

Longton 

9 

20 

29 

23 

13 

36 

Much  Hoole 

5 

2 

7 

4 

7 

1 1 

Little  Hoole 

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 1 

15 

Hutton 

2 

7 

9 

7 

9 

16 

Penwortham 

52 

30 

82 

66 

48 

114 

Samlesbury 

5 

6 

1 1 

7 

4 

1 1 

Cuerdale 

I 

— 

I 

— 

Lea... 

10 

13 

23 

26 

18 

44 

Goosnargh  ... 

8 

8 

16 

9 

9 

18 

Broughton  ... 

3 

4 

7 

5 

4 

9 

Barton 

6 

9 

6 

3 

9 

Haighton  ... 

— 

I 

I 

2 

Woodplumpton 

8 

8 

16 

14 

13 

27 

Whittingham 

6 

7 

13 

5 

4 

9 

Ribchester  ... 

4 

6 

10 

18 

12 

30 

Dutton 

I 

I 

3 

3 

Hothersall  ... 

— 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Grimsargh . 

4 

3 

7 

5 

/ 

12 

Other  Births  —  including 

1 

inward  transfers,  Town- 

ships  not  stated 

178 

175 

353 

1 

— 

— * 

— - 

lO 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

lo  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respir¬ 
atory  System  ;  males  6,  females  4,  corresponding  to  a  death-rate  of 
0.27  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1937,  this  rate  was  0.32,  and 
0.48  in  1930.  The  death  rate  for  1947  is  considerably  less  than  the 
rate  for  1946,  which  was  0.43. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Influenza. 

Bronchitis  in  1947,  contributed  21  deaths,  against  14  deaths  in 
1946. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms),  gave  rise  to  13  deaths,  6  less  than  last 
year. 

Influenza  caused  only  i  death  against  5  last  year. 


Cancer. 


During  1947  there  were  55  deaths  (27  males,  28  females) 
ascribed  to  Cancer.  The  location  of  the  disease  was  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Cancer  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  gullet,  uterus  ...  4 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ■  ...  4 

Cancer  of  the  breast  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  19 


Females 

5 

3 

3 

17 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  numbered  27  ; 
males  16,  females  ii.  The  same  number  as  last  year. 

Twenty-one  of  the  Infant  deaths  in  1947  were  due  to  congenital 
debility,  malformation,  and  premature  birth,  representing  78%  of 
the  total  Infant  deaths,  as  against  59%  in  1946. 

The  mortality  rate  calculated  per  1,000  live  births  was  42,  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  48  in  1946. 

The  Infant  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for 
1947  was  41.  For  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns, 
including  London,  the  rate  was  47. 
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The  following  table  analyses  the  causes  of  death  in  1947  of 
Infants  at  stated  age  periods  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  i  week 

I -2  weeks 

2-^  weeks 

1  ^ 

in 

T 

0) 

1 

CO 

4  weeks — 

3  months 

3-6  months 

1 

6-9  months  1 

1 

q-i2  months  I 

1 

Total  Deaths 

1  under  I  year 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation, 

Premature  Birth,  &c... 

17 

r 

I 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  « 

. .  - 

. . . 

21 

Bronchitis  and 

Broncho-Pneumonia  .. 

•  •  • 

. . . 

I 

... 

•  •  • 

I 

. . , 

2 

Other  causes 

«  »  • 

I 

2 

. . . 

I 

4 

Totals 

17 

I 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

I 

27 

Net  Live  fLegitimate  613)  Net  Infant  fLegitimate  25I 

Births  •<  V  630  Deaths  •<  r  27 

in  the  year  (Illegitimate  17)  in  the  year  (Illegitimate  2) 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Under  the  head  of  Maternal  Mortality,  i  death  was  recorded 
in  the  Rural  District  in  the  year  1947,  corresponding  to  a  death 
rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  of  i’54.  No  death  occurred 
last  year.  In  1937  the  rate  was  7*44. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — Dr.  L.  Fay. 

Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  present  organisation  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  is  as  follows  : — 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — Harry  Collier. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors — Harry  E.  Bingham  and 
Trevor  Baxter. 
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As  stated  above,  there  are  three  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr. 
Collier  occupying  the  position  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Engineer,  whilst  the  two  remaining  each  have  assigned  to  them 
half  the  Rural  area,  which  is  divided  by  the  River  Ribble,  North 
and  South,  and  for  which  each  Inspector  has  full  control  for  all 
duties  pertaining  to  this  office  as  set  cut  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Order. 

In  addition  there  is  a  Building  Inspector,  Water  Inspector, 
Rodent  Officer  and  general  foreman  for  Scavenging. 

Veterinary  Services. — Veterinary  assistance  when  necessary, 
is  always  available,  and  advice  and  help  from  the  County  Council’s 
Panel  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


Vaccination. — The  County  Council  has  provided  two  Public 
Vaccinators  for  the  townships  South  of  the  Ribble,  and  two 
Vaccinators  for  the  rural  area  North  of  the  Ribble  : — 


Penwortham 
Farington 
Lostock  Hall 
Little  Hoole 
Much  Hoole 
New  Longton 
Longton 
Hutton 


\ 

Dr.  Wm.  Howard, 

“  Rylands,” 

Liverpool  Road, 

Penwortham. 


Samlesbury 

Cuerdale 


Dr.  D.  J.  Davies, 

“  Coedmor,”  Liverpool  Road, 
Penwortham. 


Broughton 

Catforth 

Woodplumpton 

Ingol 

Lea 


Dr.  M.  Denham, 

310,  St.  George’s  Road, 
Preston. 


Dutton 

Ribchester 

Hothersall 

Grimsargh 

Haighton 

Goosnargh 

Whittingham 


■  Dr.  J.  C.  Lord, 

,r  Old  Parsonage, 

Longridge. 
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Lahoratoyy  Facilities. — As  heretofore,  the  well*equipped  lab¬ 
oratory  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  is  always  available  for  any 
bacteriological  and  pathological  work  required  by  the  rural 
authority.  The  examinations  carried  out  there  on  behalf  of  the 
Preston  R.D.C.  during  the  year  1947  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 

Record  and  character  of  the  examinaiidns  carried  out  in  1947 
for  the  Rural  District  Council  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of 
the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  : — 


Faeces — ?  Pathogenic  organisms  ...  ...  6 

Milk— 

B.  Coli  ...  ...  ...  215 

Methylene  Blue  ...  ...  ...  217 

Phosphatase  ...  ...  ...  9 

B.  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  130 

Ice  Cream — Bacterial  Count  ...  ,..  10 

Methylene  Blue  ...  ...  10 

Sputum — ?  B.  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  7 

Swabs — ?  B.  Diphtheria,  etc.  ...  ...  46 

Gonococci — Culture  ...  ...  ...  i 

Water — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  i 


Total  ...  ...  ...  652 


For  Water  analysis,  the  County  Council’s  Laboratory,  County 
Offices,  Preston,  is  also  available. 


Ambulance  Services. — Infectious  Diseases  were  removed  in 
the  ambulance  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Joint  Hospital. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Preston  Corporation’s 
ambulance  facilities  were,  by  arrangement,  available  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  area,  for  medical,  surgical  and  accident  stretcher  cas^s, 
and  for  the  outlying  townships  such  as  Ribchester,  Dutton,  etc., 
the  Blackburn  Corporation  service  could  be  called  upon. 

At  mid-year  however,  the  Council  established  its  own  ambul¬ 
ance  service  for  medical,  surgical  and  accident  stretcher  cases. 
The  service  operated  over  the  full  24  hours  and  was  under  the 
control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  provided  an  instant¬ 
aneous  service  at  all  times,  was  efficient  and  generally  appreciated. 


The  total  number  of  patients  carried  in  1947  was  : — 


Maternity  cases 
Cases  of  Illness 
Accident  cases  ... 
Other  cases 


21 

170 

53 

16 


Total 


260 


H 


A  domiciliary  midwifery  service  has  been  set  up  by  the  County 
Council.  In  the  parishes  of  Farington,  Penwortham,  Longton, 
Hutton,  Little  Hoole  and  Much  Hoble,  the  County  Council  have 
made  direct  provision,  and  in  addition,  an  agreement  was  made 
between  the  County  .Council  and  the  Longton  District  Nursing 
Association,  under  which  the  Association  agree  to  provide  a  domic¬ 
iliary  service  when  called  upon  for  the  parishes  of  Longton,  Hutton, 
Little  Hoole  and  Much  Hoole. 

A  domiciliary  service  is  provided  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Rural  District  by  the  County  Council  under  arrangements  with  the 
District  Nursing  Association. 


Domiciliary  Nursing. — The  services  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Nursing  Association  are  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Preston  Rural  District  for  general  nursing  purposes. 
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The  statement  below,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  shows  the  number  of  cases  and 
visits  paid  by  the  Association’s  Nurses  during  the  year  : — 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

Number  of  cases  and  visits  paid  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association’s  Nurses  during  the  year. 


DISTRICT  NURSING 

CASES 

VISITS 

ASSOCIATION. 

Mid¬ 

wifery 

Mat¬ 

ernity 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Gen¬ 

eral 

Mid.  Mat. 
General 

Tuber-lNo.  ol 
culosisj  Nurses 

[No.  of 
Cars 

Bilsborough  and  District : 
Barton,  Catforth  and 
Woodplumpton 

13 

12 

I 

[ 

1 

210 

3090 

3 

2 

2 

Broughton  and  Fulwood  : 
Broughton  only 

2 

I 

21 

1 

254 

— 

I 

I 

Longton  :  including  New 
Longton,  Hutton, 

Little  Hoole,  Much 
Hoole,  Whitestake. 

3 

I 

160 

3542 

1 1 

1 

I 

I 

Ptnwortham  and  Howick  : 

— 

— 

3 

258 

7561 

160 

2 

2 

Lea  and  District  :  includ¬ 
ing  Ingol,  Ashton  (rural) 

1 1 

6 

217 

359S 

— 

2 

2 

Mellor  :  Samlesbury  and 
Cuerdale 

5 

4 

— 

1642 

I 

I 

Ley  land  and  Farington: 
Farington  only 

— 

— 

I 

30 

1301 

76 

2 

I 

B anther  Bridge  : 

Farington  only 

— 

— 

— 

32 

423 

I 

r 

< 

Longridge :  Dutton, 

Goosnargh,  Grimsargh, 
Hothersall,  Ribchester, 
Whittingham,  Elston. 

19 

36 

1 

, 

1 

1 

223 

4787 

3 

3 

50 

62 

1 

1 

6  I 

i 

1193 

26198 

250 

15 

H 

County  Council  Nursing  Services. — In  addition  to  the  above- 
mentioned  service,  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Nurses  carry  out  extensive  visitations  in  the  rural  area. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  provision  and 
administration  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  services  in  the 
District. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  have  been  established  at  Barton,  Cat- 
forth,  Lea  and  Penwortham. 

Barton  .  Village  Hall,  ist  Thursday  in  each 


month,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

Doctor  in  attendance,  Dr.  G.  G.  Wray 

Catforth  .  Village  Hall,  1st  and  3rd  Monday  in 

each  month,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

Doctor  in  attendance.  Dr.  L.  Fay. 


Lea  ...  ...  ...  St.  Christopher’s  Mission  Hall,  ist 

and  3rd  Monday  in  each  month,  2-0 
to  4  p.m. 

Doctor  in  attendance.  Dr.  L.  Fay. 


Penwortham  ...  Methodist  Sunday  School,  Leyland 

Road,  alternate  Wednesdays,  2-0  to 
4-0  p.m. 

Doctor  in  attendance.  Dr.  M.  E.  Cliff 


Penwortham  ...  Crookings  Lane  Council  School,  2nd 

and  4th  Mondays  in  each  month,  2-0 
to  4-0  p.m. 

Doctor  in  attendance,  Dr.  M.  E.  Cliff 
The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  made  at  the  above 
Child  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year  1947. 


Name  of  Child 

No.  of 
times 
open 

No.  of  individual 
children 
attending. 

Attendances 
by  children. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Welfare  Centre 

U  nder 
I  -  year 

I  -2 

years. 

2-5 

years. 

U  nder 
i-year 

1-2 

years. 

2-5 

years. 

No.  of 
indiv¬ 
iduals 

No.  of 
Atten¬ 
dances 

Barton 

12 

35 

28 

17 

149 

87 

44 

1 

1 

! 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

Catforth 

25 

41 

21 

213 

53 

32 

... 

•  •  • 

Lea 

22 

66 

45 

42 

535 

III 

66 

•  ♦  • 

«  •  • 

Penwortham  : — 
(Leyland  Road) 

23 

III 

58 

33 

1 

734 

161 

122 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

(Crookings  Lane) 

22 

127 

48. 

33 

742 

162 

87 

I 

4 
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A  n  te-  A^a  ta  i  C lin  i cs . 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary  ...  Monday,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

5  &  7  Somerset  Rd.,  Leyland...  Thursday,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

26  Kestor  Lane,  Longridge  ...  2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays  each 

month,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

School  Lane,  Bamber  Bridge...  ist  &  3rd  Wednesdays  each 

month,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

These  ante-natal  Clinics  are  staffed  by  an  expert  obstetrician, 
who  is  also  in  charge  of  the  maternity  unit  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary.  In  this  way  there  is  a  close  co-ordination  between  the 
ante-natal  clinics  and  the  hospital. 

Clinical  examinations,  advice  and  treatment  were  given  to 
expectant  mothers,  and  in  cases  of  disproportion,  abnormality,  or 
difficulties  in  home  conditions,  the  mothers  were  admitted  to  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  or  to  Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Hospital. 
Any  dental  attention  required  was  given  by  the  County  Council 
Dentist  at  the  Clinics. 

It  can  be  said  that  the  facilities  provided  are  greatly  appreciated 
and  much  use  is  made  of  them. 

School  Clinics. 

5  &  7  Somerset  Rd.,  Leyland... Monday  &  Thursday,  9-30  a.m 

26  Kestor  Lane,  Longridge  ...Monday  &  Thursday,  9-30  a.m. 

School  Lane,  Bamber  Bridge. ..Monday  8c  Thursday,  9-30  a.m. 

These  clinics  were  available  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ail¬ 
ments,  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  conditions.  The  minor  ailments 
sessions  provided  treatment  for  injuries,  skin  diseases,  eye  diseases 
ear  diseases,  and  mothers  can  bring  their  children  for  inspection, 
advice,  or  for  treatment. 

OrthopcBdic  Clinic. 

Children  from  the  Preston  Rural  District  were  referred  to  this 
clinic,  which  was  held  at  Leyland  on  the  first  Monday  in  each 
month. 

This  clinic  is  a  specialised  one  for  cases  of  Paralysis  or 
Deformity.  An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  an  Orthopaedic  Nurse 
attend  each  session. 

In  addition  the  Orthopaedic  Nurse  attended  on  each  Monday  in 
the  month  to  give  exercises,  adjust  apparatus,  and  to  apply  any 
retentive  appliances  or  strappings  required. 

Special  Defects. 

Children  suffering  from  Blindness  or  Partial  Blindness  are 
referred  to  Special  Schools  for  this  purpose. 

Deaf  and  Dmnh  Children  are  taught  in  the  residential  school 
of  the  Royal  Cross  at  Preston. 


Menially  Defective  Children  after  certification  are  in  the  charge 
of  the  Lancashire  Asylums  Board. 

Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  in  a  later  section  of  this  report. 

V enerea  I  D  is  eases 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme,  patients  suffering  from 
these  diseases  can  receive  treatment  at  the  special  clinic  at  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  or  may  attend  any  County  V.D.  Clinic 
if  desired. 

Certified  M  idivives . 

There  are  14  State  Certified  Midwives  in  practice  in  this  area  ; 
3  County  Council  Midwives  ;  10  employed  by  the  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  one  independent  midwife. 

County  Council  Midwives. 

Houghton,  Mrs.  C.,  Longcroft  House,  Hall  Carr  Lane, 
Longton.  Phone  Longton  49. 

Moore,  Mrs.  M.  L.  E.,  16  Lark  Avenue,  Penwortham. 

Phone  Preston  83434. 

Toal,  Miss  E.,  Brant  House,  3  Nelson  Avenue,  Leyland. 
D.N.A.  Midwives. 

Talbot,  Mrs.  A.  I.,  Glen  Lea,  Station  Lane,  Barton. 

Phone  Broughton  190. 

Wardle,  Miss  M.,  c/o  9  The  Orchard,  Woodplumpton. 

Slack,  Miss  L.,  19  Highfield  Drive,  Broughton. 

Phone  Broughton  176. 

McGowan,  Miss  A.  T.,  Carlton  House,  Stryands,  off  Liverpool 
Road,  Hutton.  Phone  Longton  117. 

Johnson,  Miss  E.,  Brynville,  Cadley  Causeway,  Cadley. 

Phone  Preston  8636S. 

Johnson,  Miss  M.  E.,  Brynville,  Cadley  Causeway,  Cadley. 
Phone  Preston  86368. 

Grundy^  Miss  F.  L,  District  Nurses  Home,  Branch  Road, 
Mellor.  Phone  Mellor  313. 

'  Ramsbottom,  Mrs.  D.,  Beech  House,  Liverpool  Road,  Hutton- 
Phone  Longton  88. 

Hindle,  Miss  I.  A.,  Chapel  Farm,  Calf  Cote  Lane,  Longridge. 
Phone  Longridge  277. 

Eccles,  Mrs.  The  Lodge,  Halfpenny  Lane,  Longridge. 

Phone  Longridge  220. 

Independent  Midwive. 

Finch,  Mrs.  Oaklands,  Grimsargh. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. 

Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  to  the  Preston,  Fulwood, 
Londgridge  and  Walton-le-Dale  Joint  Hospital. 

No.  of  Beds  —  36. 

When  accommodation  is  not  available,  cases  are  diverted  to 
the  Preston  Isolation  Hospital  by  agreement. 

Small  Pox. — Cases  of  small  pox  are  admitted  to  the  Elswick 
Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

No.  of  Beds  —  30. 

General  Diseases. — Three  Hospitals  are  available  : — 

1.  Preston  Royal  Infirmary, 

2.  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  St.,  Preston. 

3.  Sharoe  Green  Municipal  Hospital. 


Preston f  Fulwoodf  Loagridge  and  Walton-le-Dale 

Joint  Hospital. 


Statement  of  Cost  for  the  year  1947  : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Precept 

...  ...  ...  1832 

0 

0 

Maintenance  of  Patients  ...  ...  142 

13 

4 

Total  Cost  ...;^i974 

13 

4 

Deduct — 

■Patient  Maintenance  grant  receivable 
from  the  County  Authority  ...  ...  117 

0 

0 

Nett  Cost  ..  ^1857 

13 

4 

Cost 

per 

Patient  week 

Total  Cost  = 

lOS. 

gd. 

Cost 

per 

Patient  week 

Nett  Cost  —  £0. 

7s. 

8d. 
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Prevention  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Tables  below,  and  on  page  21  detail  the  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1947,  specifying  the  number  in 
each  Township. 

Scarlet  Fever  gave  rise  to  32  cases  against  76  in  1946. 
Penwortham  contributed  the  most  cases — 15.  Of  the  32  cases,  19 
were  isolated  in  hospital. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  preceding  year,  the  disease  was  of  a  mild 
type,  and  complications  were  the  exception. 

Enteric  Fever — one  case  was  notified. 


Bacillary  Dysentery — 146  notifications  were  received,  144 
being  notified  from  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital. 


“  Notifiable  ” 
Diseases. 

Total  Cases 

Notified. 

Total 
cases  re¬ 
moved 
to  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Total 
Cases 
at  all 
ages. 

Years. 

c 

if 

0  s 

Un¬ 
der  I 

1—3 

3—5 

5—10 

10-15 

i 

15-25 

25  & 
over 

Age  un¬ 
known 

Scarlet  Fever... 

32 

I 

7 

15 

7 

I 

I 

19 

4  4  4> 

Whooping  Cough 

55 

2 

9 

21 

21 

I 

444 

I 

444 

I 

4  4  4 

Measles 

565 

14 

1 09 

146 

275 

1 1 

5 

5 

444 

2 

4  4  1 

Diphtheria 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

4  •  4 

•  4  4 

I 

2 

444 

I 

4  4 

Pneumonia 

10 

I 

I 

I 

I 

•  4  4 

14  4 

6 

444 

2 

I- 

Dysentery 

146 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

444 

10 

136 

4  4  4 

I 

4  4 

Erysipelas 

4 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

4  4  * 

444 

4  4  4 

4 

4  4  4 

444 

4  4 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

7 

I 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

444 

5 

I 

4  4  4 

7 

A 

Meningitis 

3 

•  •  • 

»  •  4 

444 

4  4  4 

444 

2 

I 

•  44 

3 

4  4i 

Para-Typhoid 

I 

•  »  • 

4  «  4 

444 

4  4  4 

444 

I 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

4  44 

Totals  ... 

826 

18 

I 

120 

175 

312 

19 

24 

158 

4  4  4 

36 

I 

I'he  above  figures  include  the  following  cases  notified  from  Whittinghami 
Mental  Hospital : —  Dysentery  144  ;  Diphtheria  2  ;  Pneumonia  3  ;  Para-TyphoidI 
I  ;  Erysipelas  i. 

The  above  figures  also  include  the  following  cases  of  non-civilians  notified! 
Dysentery  i  ;  Ac.  Poliomyelitis  i. 


The  township  distribution  of  specified  notifiable  diseases  is  set 
out  in  tabular  form  for  the  year  1947,  comparison  the  totals 

for  the  preceding  year  are  given  : — 


Townships. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1  Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

C^ses 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

I  notified. 

1 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed 

Farington 

5 

I 

... 

Longton 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

Much  Hoole  ... 

*  •  • 

Little  Hoole  ... 

•  •  • 

Hutton 

•  • 

•  «  « 

! 

Penwortham  ... 

15 

8 

I 

I 

Samlesbury 

I 

I 

»  *  • 

Cuerdale 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

Lea 

5 

4 

2 

Goosnargh 

2 

2 

Broughton 

•  * 

•  *  • 

Barton  ... 

I 

I 

Haighton 

Woodplumpton 

*  Whittingham 

I 

2 

I 

Ribchester 

Dutton  ... 

Hothersall 

•  •  « 

... 

Grimsargh 

2 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

1947  Total  ... 

32 

19 

I 

•  •  «  1 

1 

3 

1 

I 

4 

•  •  • 

1946  Total  ... 

1 

76 

64 

I 

1 

1 

I 

H 

13 

1 

1 

I 

•  »  • 

'"Includes  notifications  from  the  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital, 
but  excludes  under  heading  of  “  cases  removed,”  cases  isolated  in 
Whittingham  Mental  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  Table  below  gives  the  number  of  new  cases  of  the  two 
forms  of  Tuberculosis,  together  with  the  deaths  therefrom  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Respiratory. 

Non-  Respiratory 

Respiratory. 

Non-  Respiratory 

Periods. 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0 —  I  .. 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

*  *  * 

I 

I—  5  •• 

— 

I 

I 

3 

I 

... 

I 

5—10  ... 

I 

6 

• 

... 

10—15  .. 

I 

2 

I 

15—20  ... 

.  .  . 

I 

I 

. . . 

20—25  . 

2 

2 

I 

. . . 

25—35  ••• 

I 

2 

35—45  •• 

4 

3 

I 

I 

45—55  ••• 

3 

I 

I 

I 

55—65 

3 

T 

j. 

«  •  . 

. . . 

.  4 

I 

65  and 

I 

*  *  * 

•  .  • 

I 

.  . 

I 

upwards 

- 

15 

4 

10 

6 

4 

I 

2 

Totals  ... 

29 

I 

i 

4 

i 

10 

3 

The  Scheme  for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
in  the  administrative  County  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

The  County  Council  have  provided  a  number  of  dispensaries 
for  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease,  staffed  by  consultant  Tuberculosis 
Officers  and  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors.  These  dispensaries 
work  in  close  association  with  the  Sanatoria,  and  serve  a  valuable 
purpose  in  the  main  essence  of  supervision  of  patients  after  their 
discharge  therefrom. 

The  Dispensary  for  patients  residing  in  the  Rural  District 
is  situated  at  12,  Walton’s  Parade,  Preston. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Preston  Rural  District  is 
satisfactory  and  complete. 
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Diphtheria. 

Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  1947  (in  two 
Townships),  against  14  cases  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  three  notifications  were  in  respect 'of  adults;  two  being 
notified  from  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Tm munisa tion  agains t  Dip h theria . 

The  Council’s  scheme  to  protect  the  child  population  against 
Diptheria  was  continued  during  1947  with  satisfactory  results.  In 
this  period  the  number  of  children  immunised  and  reinforced  was 


Completely 

Immunised 

Reinforced 

Children 

aged  0  —  4  years 

384 

:  14 

Children 

aged  5  —  14  years  ... 

96 

91 

Totals  ... 

0 

00 

105 

The  pre-school  percentage  figure  now  stands  at  51,  as  against 
48  in  the  preceding  year.  The  School  percentage  figure  has  risen 
from  70  in  1946  to  75  in  1947. 

In  addition  to  the  children  for  whom  records  exist,  at  least  5% 
could  be  added  for  those  children  who  have  been  immunised 
privately. 

The  degree  of  protection  possessed  by  the  children  of  the 
district  against  Diphtheria  was  such  that  in  the  year  1947  it  was 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  single  case. 

However,  strong  continuous  effort  is  still  needed  to  raise  the 
general  percentage  of  immunised  children,  especially  in  the 
pre-school  group,  and  to  maintain  by  re-inoculation  at  suitable 
intervals  the  state  of  resistance  of  children  who  have  received 
primary  immunisation,  as  the  success  of  any  scheme  of  immunisa- 
ation  depends  on  continuity  of  effort,  and  early  immunisation  of 
infants,  in  order  that  the  protection  of  the  community  remains 
complete. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children,  belonging 
to  the  Preston  Rural  District,  who  have  been  completely  imm¬ 
unised  since  the  scheme  commenced,  and  are  still  in  the  pre-school 
or  school  age  groups.  The  figures  do  not  include  children  who 
have  been  completely  immunised,  and  have  left  school  or  the 
district  since  the  scheme  commenced  : — 


Age  Group. 

No.  of  childen 
completely 
immunised. 

Potential  popu¬ 
lation  of  each 
age  group. 

Percentage  of  children 
completely  immunised 
relative  to  potential  pop¬ 
ulation  of  each  age  group 

Gross 

1 

0  to  12 
months. 

237 

*276 

86% 

I 

percentage 
of  pre- 
school 

■ 

I  to  2 

237 

552 

43% 

children 

Pre- 

years. 

completely 

School 

2  to  3 

295 

552 

53% 

immunised 
relative  to 

child- 

years. 

285 

52% 

gross 

ren. 

3  to  4 

552 

potential 

years. 

4  to  5 

223 

552 

4'% 

j 

population 

=  51% 

years. 

5  to  6 

374 

447 

83% 

years. 

6  to  7 

354 

447 

79% 

years. 

7  to  8 

386 

447 

86% 

Gross 

years. 

81% 

percentage 

8  to  9 

364 

447 

of  school 
children 

School 

years. 

9  to  10 

378 

447 

84% 

completely 

immunised 

child- 

years. 

77% 

relative  to 

ren. 

10  to  II 

344 

447 

gross 

potential 

y  c..  d  JL  ^  • 

II  to  12 

330 

447 

74% 

population 

years. 

59% 

=  75% 

12  to  13 

263 

447 

years. 

13  to  14 

250 

447 

56% 

! 

years. 

65% 

1 

14  to  15 

146 

223 

* 

years. 

*  The  potential  population  for  this  age  group  is  552,  but  only  the  children 
from  6  to  12  months  of  age  are  eligible  for  immunisation,  the  potential  popula¬ 
tion  of  these  children  being  276. 

This  applies  to  the  age  group  14  to  15  years,  due  to  the  introduction  of 
the  new  school  leaving  age  (mid- 1947).  Half  the  children  in  this  age  group 
having  left  by  mid-year,  and  the  cards  removed  from  the  files. 
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The  beneficial  results  of  immunisation  are  best  illustrated  by 
the  following  figures  extracted  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946: — 


Year. 

Nq.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

1938 

4571 

208 

1939 

3297 

157 

1940 

2772 

137 

1941 

3354 

183 

1942 

2169 

105 

1943 

1760 

69 

1944 

1450 

68 

1945 

1137 

52 

1946 

654 
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At  the  end  of  1946, 

two-thirds  of  all  the 

children  under 

of  age  had  been  immunised  in  the  administrative  County,  leaving 
one-third  unprotected.  Of  those  children  in  the  protected  category 
0*51  per  1000  contracted  diphtheria,  and  2*35  per  1000  in  the  non¬ 
protected  category. 

Whilst  these  results  are  spectacular,  and  express,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  preceding  table  the  importance  of  the  immunisation 
campaign,  the  mortality  rates,  which  are  20  deaths  amongst  the 
unprotected  children,  and  no  deaths  ahiongst  those  children 
protected  against  diphtheria,  afford  even  more  dramatic  evidence 
of  the  risks  run  by  parents  who  neglect  to  have  their  children 
immunised. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Systematic  attention  is  given  to  the  food  supply  of  the  rural 
area.  Control  of  milk  supply  and  taking  samples  for  analysis,  etc. 
are  matters  of  almost  daily  routine. 

Milk  Supply. — Much  time  and  attention  is  devoted  to  this 
important  subject  with  a  view  to  providing  and  maintaining  a  pure 
and  safe  milk  supply.  There  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in 
the  methods  of  milk  production — in  the  grooming  and  cleaning  of 
cattle,  in  the  cleanliness  of  shippons  and  dairies  and  in  the  milker’s 
personal  attire,  etc.  At  a  number  of  farms,  works  of  improvement, 
including  reconstruction  of  cowsheds,  erection  of  modern  dairies, 
floors  concreted,  additional  window  area  provided  and  drainage 
improved,  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  gave 
them  the  opportunity  of  impressing  upon  milk  producers  the 
necessity  of  a  healthy  environment,  regular  and  careful  grooming  of 
cattle  and  a  rigid  standard  of  cleanliness  in  all  stages  of  production 
and  distribution. 
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A  clean  and  safe  milk  supply  is  absolutely  essential  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  health. 

Farms  on  the  Rural  Authority’s  Register  number  673  and,  in 
addition  there  are  122  registered  retail  purveyors.  The  approxi¬ 
mate  number  of  cows  in  the  rural  district  is  12,000.  Inspections 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  numbered  429. 

Milk  Samples. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  by  your  Sanitary  Officers  and  subjected  to  the  minit 
test  ;  190  were  found  clean  ;  21  very  slightly  contaminated  ;  17 
slightly  contaminated  and  6  were  dirty.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
six  samples  were  taken  for  the  Bacterial  and  Methylene  Blue 
Reductase  tests.  212  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  34  unsat¬ 
isfactory.  One  hundred  and  seven  samples  were  taken  in  the 
district  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli ;  96  were  negative,  ii 
positive.  Nine  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  Phosphatase  test  with  the  following  results  : 

Samples  sufficiently  heat  treated — 9. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  County  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  received  20  notifications,  in  most  cases  from  County  Boroughs, 
that  tubercle  bacilli  had  been  found  in  milk  produced  in  the  Preston 
Rural  District. 

In  accordance  with  Part  IV  of  the  Agricultural  Act,  1937,  the 
information  was  passed  on  to  the  divisional  inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who  arranged  for  veterinary  inspec¬ 
tions  to  be  carried  out  at  the  farms  concerned.  As  a  result  of  the 
investigations,  18  cows  were  reported  for  slaughter  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938.  ^ 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations^  1936-46. —  The 
following  licences  have  been  issued  during  the  year 

Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  “Pasteurised”  in  respect  of  milk 
retailed  in  the  Preston  rural  area  ..  ...  ...  9 

Dealer’s  licence  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  in 
the  Preston  rural  area  ...  ..  ...  ...  i 

Bottling  licence  in,  respect  of  Tuberculin  Tested  ..  i 

Producer’s  licence  in  respect  of  Pasteurised 

iri  1 1  Ir  ••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  X 

Slaughtering. — Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1122  notices  of  intention  to  slaughter  were  received,  all  of  which 
were  in  respect  of  permits  granted  by  the  Food  Control  Committee 
for  home  consumption  and  not  for  sale. 

Unsound  Food. — The  approximate  weight  of  unsound  food 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  i  cwt.  3^  qrs. 
A  detailed  list  is  contained  under  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report. 
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Sampling — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Samples  were  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County 
Public  Health  Department,  which  is  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  Act  in  this  respect.  Given  below  are  the 
particulars  of  the  sampling  and  the  results  : — 


Of  a  total  of  31 1  samples  obtained,  246  were  of  milk  and  the 
other  65  comprised  :  — 


2  Sugar 
2  Semolina 

1  Pudding  Mixture 

2  Golden  Raising  Powder 

3  Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1  Cheese 
3  Bacon 

2  Tincture  of  Iodine 
I  Ice  Cream 

1  Orange  Juice 

2  Gravy  Browning 

3  Tea 

2  Sulphur  Ointment 


I  Treacle 
I  Honey 
I  Barley 
5  Mixed  Spice 
I  Sponge  Mixture 
I  Bread 

I  Mustard  Compound 

1  Canned  Vegetables 

2  Margarine 
I  Meat  Pie 

4  Cooking  Fat 
I  Icing  Sugar 


1  Cocoa 

2  Castor  Oil 

3  Dried  Eggs 
2  Gin 

2  Rum 

I  Table  Jelly 
I  Fruit  Cup 
I  Asprin  Tablets 

1  Dried  Mint 

3  Dried  Peas 

2  Marmalade 

I  Glaubers  Salt 


Twenty  samples  of  milk  were  found  on  analysis  to  be  adulter¬ 
ated  or  deficient  in  fat  or  solids-not-fat  content,  and  action  was  taken 
as  follows  : — 


Sample 

Informal 


>  1 


>  > 


>) 


Result 

Deficient  8-3  per  cent  fat ;  lo 
in  solids-not-fat 

Deficient  6-6  per  cent  fat 

Deficient  5  per  cent  fat 

Deficient  6-6  per  cent  fat  ; 
contained  1.3  percent 
extraneous  water 

Deficient  5  per  cent  fat  ;  low 
in  solids-not-fat 

Deficient  1-7  per  cent  solids- 
not-fat  ;  contained  0.3  per 
cent  extraneous  water 

Deficient  3  per  cent  fat  and 
3*5  per  cent  solids-not-fat 

Deficient  36  per  cent  fat 

Deficient  2*9  per  cent  solids- 
not-fat  ;  contained  0-9  per 
cent  extraneous  water 

Deficient  8*3  per  cent  fat  ;  lo 
in  solids-not-fat 

Deficient  8-3  per  cent  fat 


A  ction 

Vendor  notified  and 
further  samples  obtained 

Further  samples  obtained 

do. 

Vendor  cautioned  and 
further  samples  obtained 

Further  samples  obtained 

do. 

do. 

Formal  sample  obtained 
Further  samples  obtained 
Vendor  notified 


Further  samples  obtained 
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Sample 

Formal 

Informal 

>> 


Result 

Deficient  lo  per  cent  fat 
Deficient  3  per  cent  fat 
Deficient  21-6  per  cent  fat 
Deficient  3  per  cent  fat 


A  ction 

Further  samples  obtained, 
do. 

Formal  sample  obtained 
Vendor  notified 


Deficient  i*i  per  cent  solids- 
not-fat  ;  contained  2*8  per  Vendor  cautioned 

cent  extraneous  water 

Deficient  5  per  cent  fat  Farmer  notified 


n 


)> 


Deficient  3-5  percent  solids-'' 
not-fat ;  contained  4*1  per 

cent  extraneous  water  j-  Same  vendor.  Formal 
Deficient  2*9  percent  solids-  |  samples  obtained 
not-fat ;  contained  5-3  per  | 
cent  extraneous  water  J 


Deficient  20  per  cent  fat  ; 
slightly  low  in  solids-not- 
fat 


Farmer  notified 


In  addition,  the  sample  of  Fruit  Cup  was  certified  by  the 
County  Analyst  to  be  deficient  of  42  per  cent  total  solids  (sugar, 
etc.)  and,  as  this  constitutes  an  offence  under  the  Soft  Drinks 
Order,  1946,  the  Divisional  Food  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
was  notified. 


One  sample  of  marmalade  was  found  to  be  deficient  of  2*3  per 
cent  soluble  solids  and  a  communication  with  regard  to  this  matter 
was  sent  to  the  manufacturers. 


The  sample  of  orange  juice  was  not  labelled  in  accordance  with 
the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  bearing  no  indication  of  ingredients, 
net  weight,  etc.,  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  notified. 


# 
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Water  Supplies. 

The  four  major  sources  of  water  distribution  in  this  rural  area 

are  : —  a.  The  Preston  Corporation. 

b.  The  Fulwood  Urban  District  Council. 

c.  The  Fylde  Water  Board. 

d.  The  Manchester  Corporation  (Thirlmere). 

These  supplies  are  controlled  by  both  chemical  and  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  tests  and  analyses  are  periodically  made.  Results  of  analyses 
are  set  out  hereafter. 

The  townships  south  of  the  Ribble  are  supplied  by  the  Preston 
Corporation  and  Manchester  Corporation.  North  Ribble  town¬ 
ships  receive  Fylde,  Fulwood  and  Preston  water. 

The  here  inserted  table  gives  a  series  of  figures  indicating  the 
water  situation  in  the  several  Townships.  Where  houses  are  not 
receiving  a  laid-on  supply,  the  explanation  is,  the  non-supplied 
premises  are  situated  a  very  long  way  from  the  mains  : — 


Parish 

From  Public  Mains 

From  Private 
Supplies,  (9.^.  wells, 
springs,  etc. 

Direct  to  houses 

By  means  of 
standpipe 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

dwelling 

popula- 

dwelling 

popula- 

dwelling 

popula- 

houses 

tion 

houses 

tion 

houses 

tion 

Barton 

269 

896 

18 

61 

Broughton 

549 

.  •  • 

•  *  • 

Cuerdale 

7 

38 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Dutton 

10 

30 

58 

187 

Farington 

1252 

3567 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Goosnargh 

189 

769 

112 

466 

Grimsargh 

227 

743 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

Haighton 

61 

200 

... 

4 

14 

Hothersall 

33 

97 

4 

12 

Hutton 

362 

1345 

*  *  • 

•  •  • 

Lea 

1192 

3429 

12 

3b 

Little  Hoole  ... 

194 

641 

«  «  • 

Longton 

1109 

3631 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

Much  Hoole  ... 

200 

628 

2 

6 

Penwortham  ... 

3433 

10348 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Ribchester 

401 

1319 

37 

118 

Samlesbury  ... 

312 

1122 

17 

60 

Whittingham... 

342 

4550 

*  •  « 

44 

132 

W  oodplumpton 

446 

1620 

•  •  • 

46 

166 

Total 

Whole  District 

10190 

35522 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

354 

1258 
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Submitted  below  is  a  table  shewing  water  consumption  per 
head  of  population  over  the  past  two  years  in  the  different  supply 
areas.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  shew  a  marked  increase  in  the 
period  March  to  September,  1947. 


Area  of  Supply 

Sept. 

1945 

M  arch 
1946 

Sept. 

1946 

M  arch 

1947 

Sept. 

1947 

Longton  &  Penwortham 

Galls. 

22-i8 

Galls. 

20  7 

Galls. 

25.68 

Galls. 

2872 

Ga  Us. 

28  18 

Farington... 

23.0 

20.6 

23.71 

23.12 

25  31 

•••  ••• 

2763 

26  0 

29  28 

28.25 

32  II 

Samlesbury 

19.17 

20.3 

28.8 

31.70 

33  H 

Ribchester  Sc  Hothersall 

18.67 

16  14 

19-61 

20,99 

22  51 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  with  piped  supplies  direct  from 
mains  is  now  10,190. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  without  a  piped 
supply  direct  from  mains  is  354. 

Parts  of  the  Townships  of  Goosnargh  and  Dutton  are  without 
a  piped  supply,  but  steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  this. 

Population  supplied  from  public  water  main  direct  to  houses 
is  approximately  35,522,  of  a  population  0136,780. 

Analyses  of  Water  Supplies. 

I  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  results  of  examinations 
of  water  supplies  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board,  Preston  Corpora- 
ition,  Manchester  Corporation  and  Fulwood  Urban  District  Council 

FYLDE  WATER. 

Laboratory,  Stocks  Reservoir,  Slaidburn. 

Results  of  Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Water  ...  ...  ...  Stocks — Raw. 

Where  sample  taken  ...  Tap — Filter  House. 

Date  sample  taken  ...  23rd  June,  1947. 

Sample  taken  by  ...  W.  B.  Ramsay. 

Date  test  applied  ...  23rd  June,  1947. 

pH  value  of  sample  ...  6-95. 
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Aerobic  micro-organisms 
growing  in  yeastrel  agar. 

in  3  days  at  22°  C. 

in  2  days  at  37°  C. 


No.  of  colonies 
per  m.l.  of  water. 


44. 

6. 


Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes 

per  100  m.l.  of  water  (McCrady’s  tables)  14. 


'ind  Sample. 


Water 

Where  sample  taken 
Date  sample  taken 
Sample  taken  by 
Date  test  applied 
pH  value  of  sample 


Stocks — filtered. 
P.H.  Flow  Channel. 
23rd  June,  1947. 

W.  B.  Ramsay. 

23rd  June,  1947. 

8-6. 


Aerobic  'micro-organisms 
growing  in  yeastrel  agar. 


No.  of  colonies 
per  m.l.  of  water. 


in  3  days  at  22®'  C. 

in  2  days  at  37°  C. 

Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes 
per  100  m.l.  of  water  (McCrady’s  tables) 


36. 


o. 


Remarks: — Before  chloramination. 


Result  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  and  Filtered  Waters. 


Source 
Lab.  No. 

1466 

1467 

Remarks  : 
1466. 


1467. 

Lah.  No. 
pH  value 
A  nalysis 

Total  solids  dried  at  : 
100°  C. 

180°  C. 

Total  Calcium  as  Ca 
Nitrates  as  N2 


Manchester  Corporation 

Waterworks  Laboratory. 

■  Stocks  Filtration  Plant,  Fylde  Water  Board. 

Date  taken  Source 

24/3/47  Raw  Water,  Stocks. 

24/3/47  Filtered  Water,  Stocks. 

Faintly  hazy  light-brown  coloured  water  with  a  few 
particles  of  sediment. 

Clear  water  free  from  sediment. 


1466  1467 

6*8  7*4 

Parts  per  Million 


66-8 

64-8 

I  i-o 

0*12 


76*8 
71  *6 

15*4 

0*09 
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Phosphates  as  P 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Silica  as  Sio2 

4-0 

3*5 

Chlorides  as  C12 

9-5 

9-5 

Free  acidity  as  CO2 

5-0 

1-5 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  NH3 

0*026 

0.024 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NH3 

0*1 08 

0*044 

Oxygen  absorbed  test  : 

4  hours  a  27*^  C. 

3-34 

0*80 

Hardness  as  CaC03  : 

Temporary  hardness  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Permanent  hardness  ... 

30 

40 

Total  hardness 

30 

40 

MANCHESTER  WATER. 


Mixed  Treated  Supplies. 
Results  of  Typical  Analysis. 


Date  1947.  Feb.  10. 

May  12. 

Sep.  8. 

Dec.  8. 

Lab.  No. 

1415 

1552 

1683 

1736 

pH  value 

Colour,  p.p.m.  platinum  : 

6*6 

7*12 

7*00 

6*90 

Shaken  sample 

15 

13 

1 1 

16 

Filtered  sample 

12 

10 

8 

13 

Turbidity,  p.p.m.  silica 

1*0 

2*4 

0*5 

0-5 

Odour — Cold 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Hot 

faint 

earthy 

very 

faint 

very 

faint 

nil 

Taste — Cold  or  Hot 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

A  nalyses. 

Total  solids  dried  at  180^ 

Parts  per  million. 

centigrade 

36*0 

32*8 

34-8 

40*8 

Suspended  solids 

nil 

nil 

trace 

nil 

Free  acidity  as  CO2 

4-5 

2*0 

3'0 

3-5 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03 

I2-C 

14.0 

13*0 

12*0 

Total  hardness  as  CaC03  ... 

24 

27 

29 

26 

Chlorides  as  C12 

9.0 

9*0 

9*0 

8-5 

Nitrates  as  N2 

0*06 

0*10 

0*16 

0*18 

Nitrites  as  N2 

nil 

trace 

faint  trace 

trace 

Free  &  saline  ammonia  NH3 

0*068 

0*014 

0.004 

nil 

Albuminoid  ammonia  NH3.. 
Oxygen  absorbed  test,  4  hours 

0*062 

0*028 

0*036 

0*020 

at  27°C. 

0*68 

0*79 

0-54 

0*73 

Silica  as  SiOc 

2*3 

2*5 

2*0 

2*5 

Iron  as  Fe 

0*24 

0*  18 

0*16 

0*20 

Manganese  as  Mn 

nil 

nil 

trace 

faint 

trace 


Note. — Trace  of  nitrites,  when  present,  is  derived  from  the 
chloramine  treatment,  and  is  not  due  to  pollution. 
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Bacteriological  Report. 


Thirlmere  and  Haweswaier  Lakes  and  Thirlmere  Aqueduct. 


Bacteriological  samples  from  the  lakes  were  not  taken  during 
1947.  The  samples  from  the  aqueduct,  collected  at  Babylon  Lane, 
Adlington,  have  given  the  following  results  : — 

Total  number  of  samples  ...  ...  43 

Samples  free  from  coliform  bacteria  ...  34 

Samples  with  faecal  coli  present  : 

Number  of  samples  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  coli  present  per  100  mis  1-2 
Samples  with  non-faecal  coli  present  : 

Number  of  samples  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  coli  present  per  100  mis  1-8 


The  coliform  counts,  in  greater  detail,  were  as  follows  : — 

FcBcal  Coli  Count :  Non-fcBcal  Coli  Count : 

No.  per  100  mis.  No.  of  samples  No.  per  100  mis.  No.  of  samples 
o  38 

1  3 

2  2 
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o 

1 

2 

3 

4 
6 

8 


35 

I 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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PRESTON  WATER. 
Bacteriological  A  nalyses. 


i^)  Date  :  24th  November,  1947. 

Temperature  of  water  at  time  of  collection  :  48°F. 
pH  value  7-1. 

Colour  :  Hazen. 

Organisms  growing  on  Yeastrel  Agar,  per  1  M.L.  of  Water. 
Cultivated  for  3  days  at  20° — 22°  C  ...  2 

Cultivated  for  2  days  at  37°  C  ...  ...  o 

Coli-Aerogenes  Bacteria 

Found  in  o  m.l. 

Not  found  in  100  m.l. 
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McCrady 

No.  per  loo  m.l.  o 

Sub-cultared  to  44°  C  :  Positive  faecal  B.  Coli  ...  o 

Organisms  of  the  I. A. C.  Group...  o 

Report:  The  results  are  satisfactory. 

(B)  Date  :  8th  December,  1947. 

Bacterial  Colonies  per  m.l.  Agar  37°  C.  ...  2 

Coliform  Bacilli  per  100  m.l.  ...  ...  ...  o 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Date  :  2nd  September,  1947. 


Total  solids  in  solution 

6-8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  : 

Permanganate  in  15  minutes 

...  0-054 

Permanganate  in  3  hours 

...  0-095 

Ammonia  ... 

...  0-001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0-007 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

...  0-03 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

...  Nil. 

Combined  Chlorine 

i-i 

pH  value  ... 

6-9 

Lead 

...  Nil. 

\  nc  ...  ...  ... 

...  Nil. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  show  no  indication  of 
animal  pollution. 

The  sample  was  practically  free  from  deposit  and  the  taste 
was  quite  normal. 

Subject  to  satisfactory  bacteriological  report  the  supply  may 
be  accepted  as  wholesome. 

The  sample  was  free  from  lead  and  zinc. 

FULWOOD  WATER. 

Bacteriological  A  nalyses . 

(A)  Raw  Water — (i.e.,  Reservoirs  after  preliminary  chloramination) 

Probable  No.  of  B.  Coli  per  100  c.c.  ...  Nil. 

(B)  Water  in  Supply  : 

Probable  No.  of  B.  Coli  per  100  c.c. 

One  sample  ...  5.  One  sample  ...  i. 

Ten  samples  ...  Nil. 
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With  reference  to  the  results  given  under  (b)  above,  I  would 
point  out  that  the  sample  showing,  to  a  slight  extent,  the  coliform 
organism,  viz:  probable  No.  5  per  100  c.c.  occurred  in  a  sample 
taken  from  Lower  House  Farm,  Goosnargh,  on  the  28th  July. 
The  organism  was  not  of  the  faecalis  type  and  the  Council’s 
Consultant  Analyst  considered  the  result  of  an  ephemeral  character. 
The  precaution  was  taken,  however,  of  increasing  the  chloramine 
dose  so  as  to  obtain  a  residual  of  o-i  p.p.m.  at  Lower  House  Farm, 
which  is  just  above  the  point  of  “  Take  ”  for  Whittingham  Hospital 
and  as  you  know,  has  been  considered  the  control  point  for 
purposes  of  the  Chloramine  Treatment. 

Typical  Detailed  Analyses. 

.(Based  on  samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec.,  1947). 

Samples  taken:  21st  April.,  1947.  4^A  November,  1947. 

“  B  ”  Coli  aerogenes...  In  both  cases  a  full  range  of  tubes  gave 

negative  results  throughout. 

Probable  No.  (per  100  c.c.)  o  o 

Upon  incubation — No.  of  colonies  developing  on  yeastrel  agar 
per  c.c.  : 

Two  days  at  37°  C.  i  o 

Three  days  at  20°  C.  —  7 

(of  no  consequence,  not 
of  faecalis  type). 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Typical  Detailed  Analysis. 

Physical  Characters. — A  water  free  from  opalescence  but  con¬ 
taining  traces  only  of  partly-fibrous,  unorganised  matter  in  suspen¬ 
sion.  Free  from  odour  and  of  normal  taste.  On  settlement,  the 
water  presents  a  clear  appearance  but  possesses  a  faint  yellowish- 
brown  cast.  The  Hazen  number  lies  between  20  and  25.  The 
pH  is  6-8. 

Analytical  Returns. — Expressed  in  parts  per  100,000  : 

Total  solid  matters  (residue  on  evaporation)  ...  10 


Total  hardness  ...  ...  ...  4.5 

Temporary  hardness  ...  .  .  1.5 

Permanent  hardness  ...  ..  ...  3-0 

Combined  chlorine  (chlorine  in  chlorides)  ...  1-45 

“  F<esidual  ”  chlorine  (chloramination)  0*075  part  per  Mill. 
Toxic  metals  (Lead,  etc.)  not  exceeding  i/iooth  grain 

per  gall. 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  o*ooi 

Albuminoid  do.  ...  ...  ...  0.012 

Nitroi^s  do.  (nitrites)  ...  ...  Nil. 

Nitric  *  do.  (nitrates)  ...  ...  0.070 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  26.7°  C.  ...  0.1 
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Note  that  the  “residual”  chlorine,  from  the  chloramination 
method  of  sterilisation,  is  a  variable  amount  throughout  the  circuit 
dependant  upon  climatic  conditions  and  the  distance  traversed 
during  distribution. 

Opinion, — The  fact  that  the  water  contains  a  notable  amount 
of  organic  matter  derived  from  peaty  and  allied  vegetable  source — 
as  measured  by,  e.g :  the  yield  of  albuminoid  nitrogen  and  its  oxygen 
absorptive  capacity — does  not  preclude  the  use  of  the  supply  for 
potable  and  general  domestic  purposes.  The  governing  factor,  from 
the  hygienic  standpoint,  is  its  bacteriological  state  which  system¬ 
atic  monthly  examination  proves  to  be  of  wholesome  quality. 
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Housing. 

The  structural  condition  of  the  houses  in  each  Parish,  is  for  a 
Rural  area,  generally  good,  but  the  housing  accommodation  avail¬ 
able  is  still  insufficient  in  most  Parishes. 


Eleven  hundred  applications  for  houses  have  been  received  to 
the  31st  December,  1947,  some  of  these  are  relative  to  people 
residing  outside  the  Preston  Rural  area,  and  are  not  considered  as 
genuine  cases.  Consequently,  they  have  been  recorded  under  the 
heading  of  “  miscellaneous.” 

During  the  year  81  houses  were  completed  under  the  Council’s 
Housing  Programme,  and  a  similar  number  are  nearing  the 
■completion  stage. 

Though  progress  during  the  year  has  not  been  up  to  expecta¬ 
tion,  it  must  be  realised  that  innumerable  difficulties  have  had  to  be 
overcome.  The  “  Fuel  Crisis”  for  instance  retarded  progress  at  a 
time  when  a  spurt  in  building  operations  could  have  been  confi¬ 
dently  predicted,  and  the  effects  of  the  crisis  were  felt  more  or  less 
throughout  the  year.  Despite  all  this,  however,  81  houses  were 
completed,  and  this  reflects  well  when  comparing  housing  progress 
throughout  the  administrative  County. 

The  Council’s  first  year  programme  is  complete,  and  the  second 
year  programme  is  well  under  way.  In  addition,  schemes  have  been 
prepared  for  the  housing  of  agricultural  workers. 


Once  again,  all  concerned,  can  look  forward  to  the  coming  year 
with  guarded  optimism. 


The  following  schemes  are  complete  : — 


Scheme. 

Penwortham  and  Farington... 
Woodplumpton 

I  >  e  a  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Woodville  Street,  Farington 


No.  of  Houses. 

22 

16 

40 

12 


Total 


90 
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The  following  schemes  are  in  progress  :  — 


Scheme. 

Houses  under 
Construction. 

Houses 

Complete. 

Grimsargh 

22 

— 

Longton 

29 

— 

Barton  ... 

44 

— 

Woodplumpton 

8 

— 

School  Street,  Farington 

7 

3 

Cop  Lane,  Penwortham 

34 

22 

Totals 

...  1 44 

25 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) — 374. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 919. 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (i) 

above)  w^hich  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 — 6. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — 14. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation — 6. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — Nil. 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers — 
Nil. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs — Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners — Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied — 276. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners — 23. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made — 6. 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders — 6. 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made — Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit — Nil. 
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Sewage  Disposal. 

'There  are  outfall  works  in  five  townships,  viz  :  Farington, 
Penwortham,  Ribchester,  Grimsargh  and  Broughton.  The  out¬ 
fall  works  are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In  other 
parishes  a  septic  tank  is  provided  for  each  house,  or  alternatively 
a  small  sewage  purification  plant  is  installed  for  a  group  of  houses. 

During  the  year  works  of  improvement  were  carried  out  at 
Penwortham  and  Farington  sewage  works. 

The  schemes  for  Grimsargh  and  Lea  are  in  course  of  prepara¬ 
tion. 

The  here  inserted  table  gives  a  series  of  figures  indicating  the 
sewage  situation  in  the  several  parishes. 


Connected  to  Public 
Sewer 

Septic  Tank,  etc. 

Parish 

No.  of  Dwel¬ 
ling  houses 

No.  of 
Population 

No.  of  Dwel¬ 
ling  houses 

No.  of 
Population 

Barton 

•  •  • 

287 

957 

Broughton 

50 

^75 

lOI 

374 

Cuerdale 

•  «  • 

»  •  • 

7 

38 

Dutton 

... 

68 

217 

Farington 

982 

2757 

270 

1  810 

Goosnargh 

•  «  • 

. . . 

301 

1235 

Grimsargh 

176 

565 

51 

178 

Haighton 

•  •  • 

65 

214 

Hothersall  '  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

37 

log 

Hutton 

•  •  « 

...  , 

3b2 

1345 

Lea 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

1204 

3465 

Little  Hoole  ... 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

194 

641 

Longton 

•  •  • 

•  • » 

1109 

3631 

Much  Hoole  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

202 

634 

Penwortham  ... 

3427 

10327 

6 

21 

Ribchester 

273 

942 

165 

495 

Samlesbury  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

329 

1182 

Whittingham ... 

... 

. « 

386 

4682 

Woodplumpton 

*  •  » 

■ 

492 

1786 

TOTAL 

Whole  District 

4908 

14766 

5636 

22014 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  the  Year  1947,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Preston  in  the 

County  of  Lancaster. 

During  the  war  years,  complete  supervision  over  factories  was 
suspended  at  the  request  of  the  Home  Office.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  have  now  called  for  a  comprehensive  report,  and  accordingly 
in  1947,  a  survey  was  commenced  in  order  to  bring  existing  records 
up  to  date. 

A  new  register  is  in  the  process  of  being  compiled,  and  the 
survey  shows  numerous  new  factories,  chiefly  those  relating  to 
Motor  Car  Repairs.  Most  of  the  factories  are  of  a  small  character, 
but  there  are  in  the  Rural  Area,  4  Cotton  Mills,  2  Paper  Mills,  and 
2  small  Iron  Foundries. 

Defects  found  to  exist  were  principally  in  connection  with 
Sanitary  conveniences.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  was,  on  the 
whole,  high,  and  working  conditions  generally  were  good. 

As  regards  the  remedying  of  the  defects,  verbal  notice  of  exist¬ 
ence,  and  advice  tendered,  resulted  in  the  necessary  work  being 
carried  out.  The  informal  approach  creates  a  feeling  of  cordiality 
and  a  desire  to  co-operate. 

I  submit  below  Statement  giving  the  number  of  inspections 
carried  out,  and  defects  found  and  remedied  during  the  year  :  — 

Pyescvihed  particidars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Aet,  1937. 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 

I. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  i,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ... 

25 

24 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

77 

48 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  f  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’ 
premises) 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

104 

_ 

74 

2 

— 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Parjticulars 

(r) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S  i)... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 
fa)  Insufficient  ... 

— 

- 

-  -  - 

fb)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

I 

I 

I 

- r 

fc)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

i  5 

1 

5 

— 

4 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen¬ 
ces  relating  to  Outwork) 

! 

I 

I 

I 

TOTAL 

10 

10 

— 

6 

— 

Part  VIII. — Sections  no  &  in. 

Number  of  Outworkers  in  August  List 

required  by  section  no  fi)  (c)  ...  2  (Brush  making) 


August,  1948. 


L.  FAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural 

District  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1947. 

As  reported  last  year,  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  and 
restrictions  appertaining  thereto,  are  creating  difficulties  and 
delaying  essential  health  activities.  In  fact  it  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  maintain  existing  services,  and  obtain  materials 
urgently  required  for  replacement  purposes. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  considerable  during  the 
year,  and  the  work  in  connection  with  building  licences  has  increased 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
department  during  the  year  : 


Inspections  .  1838 

Re-inspections  ’ _ .... _ 977 

Other  visits  .  337 

Verbal  Notices  . 155 

Informal  Notices  served... .  121 

Statutory  Notices  served  . 23 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  the  following  cases  of 
infectious  diseases: — 


Diphtheria  . 3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 32 

Tuberculosis  deaths  .  8 

Tuberculosis  removals  .  22 

Cancer  deaths  . 3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever .  3 


In  addition,  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  four  instances 
of  verminous  premises. 

To  conclude,  24  other  visits  have  been  made  relating  to 
Infectious  Disease. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1947  the  following  was  the  position  in  the  Rural 
District  as  regards  sanitary  conveniences  : — 


No.  of  Fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  8064 

,,  Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1032 

,,  Movable  ashbins...  ...  ...  9470 

,,  Privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  1196 

,,  Dry  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  88 


The  old  bog  closets  and  the  4)ail  closets  exist  mainly  in  the 
outlying  parishes  and  in  the  small  scattered  areas.  A  scheme  for 
for  the  conversion  of  dry  ashpits  in  Farington  and  Longton  is  being 
prepared. 

The  following  conversions  took  place,  and  new  sanitary 
accommodation  was  provided  daring  1947: — 


No.  of  Pails  converted  into  W.C.’s  ...  13 

,,  New  Closet  Pails  provided  ...  2 

,,  New  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  converted 

into  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  2 


Other  Sanitary  Defects  dealt  with. 


Dampness  .  30 

Defective  ceilings  .  ii 

Defective  closet  pails  .  8 

Defective  doors  .  5 

Defective  floors  .  10 

Defective  gutters  .  12 

Defective  paving  .  3 

Defective  roofs  .  22 

Defective  pointing  .  4 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  .  6 

Defective  walls  .  ii 

Defective  W.C.’s  .  10 

Defective  windows  .  7 

Defective  woodwork  .  4 

Dirty  condition  of  premises  .  4 

Insanitary  ashpits  .  i 

Insanitary  drainage  .  165 

W^ant  of  ashtins  .  3 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  ...  i 

Fouled  watercourses  .  39 

Middens  .  4 

Miscellaneous  .  79 
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Scavenging. 


The  shortage  of  labour  still  exists,  and  all  Parishes  are  on  a 
fortnightly  collection  of  dry  refuse,  and  so  far  as  circumstances 
permit,  the  usual  fortnightly  and  weekly  clearance  of  pails  is 
maintained. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  and  the  following 
table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  motor  refuse  vehicles 
from  ist  January  to  31st  December,  1947  : 


Vehicle 

Type 

Mileage 

Petrol 

(galls.) 

Oil 

(qts.) 

Loads 

No. 

Estimated 
weight  of 
Refuse  in 
Tons. 

Miles  per 
Gallon  of 
Petrol. 

A.R.N.  512 

(Lewin) 

4514 

1780 

41 

6514 

3759 

2-54 

A.R.N.  858 

(Ford) 

9463 

1233 

69 

5494 

1223 

7-67 

R.N.  3679 

(Ford) 

6787 

820 

95 

362 

749 

8-28 

R.N.  5471 

(Karrier) 

Nir 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

D.T.B.  622 

(Karrier 

Bantam) 

7559 

677 

85 

38‘i 

S15 

1  i-i6 

F.N.D.  324 

(Fordson) 

9077 

1237 

345 

491 

997 

7-34 

A.R.N.  181 

(Karrier) 

7369 

746 

4^ 

549 

1131 

9*88 

Totals 

44769 

6493 

676 

|_2^84i; 

8674 

6*9 

Nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  houses  were  cleared 
during  the  year. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping.  Five  tips  are  in 
operation  and  trained  men  are  employed  to  carry  out  the  work. 
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Salvage. 

The  following  table  analyses  the  weight  and  cash  value  of 
materials  salvaged  during  the  year  1947  : — 


Materials 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Paper  ... 

148  .. 

I. 

I 

.  8  .... 

••  943 

II 

9 

Magazines 

3  •• 

8  .. 

I 

.  8  .... 

..  23 

18 

5 

Newspaper 

2  .. 

9  •• 

— 

•  23  ... 

..  32 

12 

0 

Rough  Textiles  . 

4  •• 

9  •• 

— 

12 

••  33 

8 

4 

Bones  ... 

—  . . 

10 

2 

.  24  ... 

3 

I 

9 

iins 

7  •• 

14  .. 

2  . 

.  — 

7 

H 

6 

Rags 

5  •• 

I 

3  • 

.  18  .... 

••  .  71 

6 

9 

Sacks  ... 

—  . . 

4  •• 

I 

.  14  .... 

0 

15 

4 

String  ... 

—  . . 

4  •• 

2 

.  —  . . . . 

18 

0 

Aluminium 

—  . . 

3  •• 

2  . 

.  24  .... 

7 

17 

4 

Mixed  Metal  ... 

—  . . 

4 

3  • 

6  _ 

6 

G 

I 

Light  Iron  ... 

4  •• 

16  .. 

3  • 

—  _ 

..  ■  8 

9 

3 

Batteries 

—  . . 

10 

2 

— 

10 

13 

0 

Bottles  :&  Jars... 

I  .. 

18  .. 

— 

—  . . . . 

16 

18 

4 

Tyres 

— . . 

7  •• 

— 

—  . . . . 

»  * 

8 

9 

Total  ... 

.  .  1 

0 

00 

3  •• 

2  . 

..  25  .... 

..^■1167 

13 

7 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  104  factories  on  the  register,  and  their  condition 
is  satisfactory.  Seventy-four  inspections  have  been  made.  Two 
notices  have  been  served. 

Bakehouses. 

.There  are  24  bakehouses  on  the  register.  Frequent  visits  are 
made  to  these  places  and  they  are  on  the  whole  kept  clean. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

There  have  been  no  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Inspections. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  : — 

Thirty-one  licences  for  Slaughtermen  were  issued. 

No.  of  licensed  slaughter-houses  .  i 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  we  received  1122 
notices  of  intention  to  slaughter,  all  of  which  were  in  respect  of 
permits  granted  by  the  Food  Control  Committee  for  home 
consumption,  and  not  for  sale. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  total  number  of  farms  on  the  register  is  673.  In  addition, 
there  are  122  registered  retail  purveyors.  There  have  been  429 
inspections  under  the  above  Order,  and  10  notices  have  been  served. 

Four  farms  have  been  granted  an  Accredited  licence,  and  ten 
farms  a  Tuberculin  tested  licence  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  during  the  year. 

r 

A  licence  to  produce  Pasteurised  milk  has  been  granted  to 
Mr.  F.  Wilkinson,  Nook  Farm,  Grimsargh,  in  relation  to  a  plant 
he  has  established  at  the  said  farm. 

f  '  •  j 

In  addition,  the  following  licences  have  been  granted  during 
the  year : 

Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  in  respect  of  milk 
retailed  in  the  Preston  Rural  area  ... 

Dealer’s  licence  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
,  .  in  the  Preston  Rural  area  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bottling  licence  in  respect  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk 

A  *  .A  .11  lY  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


9 

I 

I 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Join,t  Rivers  Board  has  jurisdition  in  regard  to  rivers  and 
stream  pollution  over  the  whole  of  the  rural  area. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

There  are  five  disposal  works  in  the  Rural  area,  and  every¬ 
thing  is  being  done  to  maintain  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

During  the  year  works  of  improvement  were  carried  out  at 
Penwortham  and  Farington. 


Town  Planning. 

The  Rural  District  is  situate  within  the  area  of  two  Regional 
Joint  Town  Planning  Committees.  The  parishes  of  Ribchester, 
H'Othersall  and  Dutton  being  in  the  area  of  the  North  East  (Region 
No.  i)  Joint  Town  Planning  Committee,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Rural  District  is  that  of  the  Preston  and  District  Regional  Joint 
Town  Planning  Committee. 

Interim  Development  Order,  1933. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  applications  to  develop  have  been 
considered  during  the  year  with  the  following  results : — 


Permission  granted  .  43 

Permission  granted,  subject  to  conditions  .  184 

Refused  . 18 

Consideration  deferred  .  i 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

No.  of  new  licences  granted  for  storing  petrol  during  the  year — 5. 
No.  of  renewal  licences  granted  during  the  year — 78. 


Shops. 

All  shops  and  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  have  been  inspected. 

The  total  number  of  shops  on  the  register  is  39,  and  during 
the  year  52  inspections  were  carried  out. 

Twenty-five  of  the  above  premises  are  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale,  or  storage  and  sale,  of  ice  cream.  This  figure 
includes  four  new  registrations  during  the  year. 

Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  in  respect  of  seven 
retailers,’  and  the  results  are  graded  as  follows  : — 

Grade  i  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

««  2  •*>  •••  •»*  1 


Seven  initial  samples  taken  were  Grade  3  and  4  with  one 
exception.  After  recommendations  had  been  made  by  the  District 
Inspector,  further  samples  were  taken,  and  improved  results  were 
obtained  in  respect  of  two  retailers. 

As  regards  the  remaining  four  retailers,  two  were  selling  pre¬ 
packed  ice  cream  manufactured  outside  the  Rural  Area,  and  notifi¬ 
cation  was  sent  to  the  Authority  concerned.  Further  visits  have 
been  made  to  the  other  two  retailers  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an 
improved  standard. 


Common  Lodging  Houses,  etc. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  or  houses  let  in  lodgings 
on  the  Register. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Tents  and  vans  were  inspected  and  any  necessary  action  taken 
under  the  By-laws  of  1937. 
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Anthrax. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

I  case  at  Ribchester. 

The  premises  were  visited,  and  the  burning  of  the  carcase  and 
disinfection  under  Police  supervision  was  found  to  have  been 
carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Swine  Fever. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  supply — Action  taken  with  regard  to  : — 

The  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  following  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  and  subjected  to  the  minit  sediment  test  for  dirt  with  the 


following  results  : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  .  234 

,,  ,,  found  to  be  clean  .  190 

,,  ,,  ,,  very  slightly  contaminated  ...  21 

,,  ,,  ,,  slightly  contaminated  .  17 

„  „  n  dirty  .  6 


The  County  Public  Health  Department  received  20  notifications 
in  most  cases  from  County  Boroughs,  that  tubercle  bacilli  had  been 
found  in  milk  produced  in  the  Preston  Rural  District. 

In  accordance  with  Part  IV  of  the  Agricultural  Act,  1937,  the 
information  was  passed  on  to  the  divisional  inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who  arranged  for  veterinary 
inspections  to  be  carried  out  at  the  farms  concerned.  As  a  result 
of  the  investigations,  18  cows  were  reported  for  slaughter  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  samples  have  been  taken  for  the 
Bacterial  and  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  tests,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  34 

One  hundred  and  seven  samples  have  been  taken  in  the  district 
for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 

Results:  II  Positive.  96  Negative. 

The  positive  results  were  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Nine  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  and  subjected 
to  the  Phosphatase  test  with  the  following  results  : — 

Samples  sufficiently  heat  treated  ...  ...  ...  9 

Samples  insufficiently  heat  treated  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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Food. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Foodstuffs  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  :  — 


Description 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Weight 

Qrs.  Lbs. 

ozs. 

Flour 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

Breakfast  Oats  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

•  *  • 

Custard  Powder  . 

8 

•  «  • 

Baking  Powder  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

•  «  • 

Bacon 

•  •  • 

10 

12 

Chocolate  cup  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

8 

Frutilla  Choc.  Spread  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

Frutilla  Table  Dessert... 

•  •  • 

I 

4 

Danish  Butter  ... 

3 

12 

Ham 

•  *  * 

7 

8 

Yorkshire  Pudding  Mix. 

I 

4 

8 

Meat  Gelatine  ... 

20 

•  •  • 

Fish  Paste  Roll... 

4 

*  •  • 

Coffee 

V  •  • 

6 

8 

Groats 

*  «  • 

5 

8 

Barley 

»  *  « 

«  •  • 

8 

Frutella  Sauce  ... 

... 

6 

*  *  • 

Vegetable  in  Gravy 

•  •  • 

3 

#  «  • 

Carrots  ... 

i6 

•  * 

Parsnips  ... 

•  *  • 

2 

•  •  • 

Mince  Meat 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  « 

Total  Weight  ... 

... 

I 

3 

12 

12 

Wherever  possible,  the  condemned  foodstuff  was  diverted  to 
animal  feeding. 
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Parks  and  Playing  Fields. 

The  capital  works  on  the  Parks  and  Playing  Fields  was 
discontinued  during  hostilities,  and  maintenance  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  but  an  attempt  has  been  made  this  year  to  recover  those 
parts  of  the  fields  which  were  free  to  a  pre-war  standard. 

The  following  areas  are  still  let  off  for  grazing,  ploughing,  etc: — 


Barton . . .  5  acres  Grazing,  2  acres  Ploughing. 

Broughton  .  Service  Units  have  the  use  of  field. 

Farington  .  5  acres  Ploughing. 

Grimsargh  .  6  acres  (part  Grazing  and  part 

Hutton  .  7  acres  Grazing.  [Ploughing). 

Lea  .  16  acres  Grazing  and  Ploughing. 

Little  Hoole  .  3^  acres  Ploughing. 

Longton  .  6  acres  Ploughing. 

Much  Hoole  .  5  acres  Ploughing. 

New  Longton .  3^  acres  Ploughing. 

Penwortham  .  14  acres  Grazing. 

Tardy  Gate  .  4  acres  Ploughing. 

Woodplumpton  ...  8  acres  Grazing. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Staff — During  the  year  one  Rodent  Officer  was  employed. 

Sewers — No  sewers  have  been  post  baited  this  year. 

Premises — 34  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

28  were  minor  infestations,  and  were  post  baited  and  found  to 
to  be  clear. 

The  remainder  were  major  infestations,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
treat  them  again  early  in  the  coming  year. 

Bait — The  bait  used  was  sausage  rusk  and  stale  bread  mash. 

Poisons — The  poisons  used  were  Zinc  Phosphiade  and  Arsenic. 

Results — Estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed,  625.  Total 
numbers  of  rats  found,  97. 

During  the  year  under  review,  and  in  accordance  with  instruc¬ 
tions  received  from  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer,  a  house  to  house 
survey  was  instituted  with  a  view  to  taking  a  census  of  infestation 
in  the  Rural  area. 

Practically  the  whole  of  Penwortham  has  been  surveyed,  and 
a  start  has  been  made  in  the  Parishes  of  Farington,  Whittingham 
and  Lea. 

During  the  course  of  the  survey,  mouse  traps  were  loaned  to 
tenants  of  dwelling  houses  with  good  results. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

^  Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  COLLIER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  INSPECTOR. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  Report  on  the  buildings  dealt 
with  during  the  year  1947. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  and  situation  of  new  houses 
which  were  erected  : — 


Parish 

Dwelling 

houses 

erected 

Barton  ... 

5 

Farington 

24 

^  **•  •••  **•  ••• 

82 

Longton 

4 

Much  Hoole  ... 

2 

Penwortham  ... 

26 

Woodplumpton 

\ 

9 

Hutton... 

8 

Goosnargh 

2 

Total . 

162 

The  following  visits  have  been  made  in'  connection  with  the 


erection  of  the  above  houses  : 

Inspection  of  Site  .  188 

Inspection  of  Foundations  .  187 

Inspection  of  Drainage .  igi 

Inspection  on  Completion  . 178 


In  addition,  1293  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  permits  for  essential  work. 

H.  COLLIER, 


Building  Inspector. 
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REPORT  ON  WATER  SUPPLY. 


To  the, Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1947,  the  number  of  connections  shows  an 
increase,  as  does  the  number  of  extensions,  compared  with  the 
preceding  year — this  you  will  notice  by  the  following  figures : — 


Connections . 

....  1946 

86 

Connections . 

....  1947 

141 

Extensions  of  Mains 

...  1946 

...  1002  yds. 

Extensions  of  Mains 

...  1947 

...  1812  yds. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  during  the  year  is 


as  follows : — 

Penwortham  .  33 

Longton  .  3 

Farington  .  22 

Hutton  . 23 

Much  Hoole  .  2 

Lea  .  43 


In  addition  to  the  above,  connections  have  been  made  to 
the  following  : — 


Penwortham  ... 
Longton 

I^ea  ...  . . . 

Hoole  ... 

Hutton 

Ribchester 


I  Trough. 

I  Trough,  I  Tap,  Cricket 
Field  I  Lime  Tap. 

1  Trough,  4  Lime  Taps, 

1  Garage  and  Living  Accom. 

2  Greenhouses. 

1  Farm. 

2  Troughs. 


Extensions  to 

Penwortham  ... 

Farington 

Lea 

Longton 

Hutton  ... 

Much  Hoole  ... 
Ribchester 


Water  Mains  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Coote  Lane  ...  ...  83  yds.  —  3”  Main. 

Moss  &  Stanifield  Lane. ..786  yds.  —  6” 
off  Lea  Road  ...  780  yds.  —  3” 

M.O.W.  Blackpool  Rd....i44  yds.  —  4” 

Back  Lane  ...  ...190  yds.  —  3” 

Grange  Lane  ..  ..258  yds.  —  2” 

Moor  Farm,  L.C.C.  ...140  yds.  — 

Liverpool  Road  ...  ...  77  yds.  —  3” 

Ribblesdale  Terrace  ...  96  yds.  —  ij” 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  COLLIER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Insj>ector  and  Engineer. 
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